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OUK WISHES FOR *6 AND BEYOND
,y| round this time ofyear, we (tU-ays £,*1 ro thinking about

how the things around us l iv !] imptow. .7o we assembled afew

tifour writer!, amihad them come up withsame suggestion* mi

how lechnotog? can hetier servt1 everyone. We hope that then*

idea* wi!i samtdo y hefatiovedand by encourage out readers to

ftimf up with additional omw. which nv W gladty print.

Uniform Long dittimcr fates. With the many advances in

mm Icrn communicalioiiA, otic end result is quite obvious. HY

gotten easier and cheaper to establish comact in all parts ofthe

couture, and in most parts of the world . Wcwaut to see sm end

la ripoff longdistance rates that charge you more tocall one

place when it really costs the company about the same to reach

anywhere. Why not have uniform rate;. 10 everywhere, whet he r

i i he- lone distance ot locaf Technology is mak itig the e:i1 iTe

woTtj fit iato ohr backyard—how about granting us some

acres to :

,l-' Many of us phone pbreaks have come to look at

phono re 11s in a d iiferenl way When you ren ca II tiny* here you

waul to, for as longus you want, without wonylng abonL how

n-.uc'a it’s going to oOs-t you, it all starli (0 take on new meaning

Vnu begin 1o realise hnw offensive it is to he charged Tut

sd flicthingas basicaY talking! Shouldn't weal'. be able to talk tti

whoever we want, tv fa;never we wa nU and I n < as Long as vvi:

wtsftt? If it were possible {as lL someday will be) to have an

unlimited amount of people using telephone equipment at the

same time without tying it Up, would nY we be hotter oil with

this philosophy? We believe sn. The teleummunlcations giants

tan si ill profit handsomely w ithout making coiniminicattons a

luttpty.

We L

re not simply after a free ride; we'd Still pay something,

though nol as much and not as oflen We want to see advances,

in technoLogy shared by all and Ihen perhaps well see some of

its real potential, liight now, there are many of us Ibitl can't

allord to call The White House when we wan L to voice our

opinion on something. The ones that can afford it have no

problem . And that’s Lhe problem here.

Die time for change lias arrived. After a 1
1 . how eon we cal I it

Long d istanee i l it nfr lunge r is?

Elimination of rhiing#* for louvti Lunev. L-Low lhe phone

eomptmies gel uwav wiLli this is beyowd us. When we. use touch

tones, thei ret|W iprneut works foster and moie people are uble to

make calls. In fact, it is batter loi their et| ui pmem if customers

use touch tones. If everybody used touth tones, these

L:u:ri]:o ait-,’ profits would soar! Yet we are :-ti ! choTgrd a

mujilhly fee for using them. There Lsnh any ektra cquipmcnl 1u

install TheyYe nol giving, yon the tones ytai'rc the one wbn

semis them out. In mnsL erosshiiT and slop (even n lew I Tifsl

otfkes, you ren ilvu n touch(one. phone with no problem even if

you’re registered os "pulse” with the phone company. S he

moment you wll them you have n touch tone, you gr i diarged.

Most L5S otfkes have a specin I devkc that dibbles ynur much

nines unless you pay for them! L lie only thing your monthly fre

s
ays lor is to turn off this device! We think LtY ttmc this

nonsense wits slopped - Should n’t we he eiveouragod 1o tise

touch tonetf? Hflvcrrt they become tilmnst a necessity, villi lhe

growth of services that are touch tone activated, such as

reserve inn and voire rurviaging systems? This archaic policy

makes it a lot harder particularly ua i hose who aren't all thus

wealthy—who are beingdenkd a very busk piocc of technulogy

lor rtO earthly reason.

Legishlinn to protect luilleliu hoards,A lot rnmc frequently

than many of nv tblnk, bulletin hoard systems are seized as

evidence of illegal acLLvities. Our own bulletin board in New

Jersey wus taken tbLs past summci . and they still baveuY Inuisd

anything "illegal" on it. (A bearing scheduled Iot NoeejnbcrSS

was postponed two weeks by the prosecutors, who claim they

weren’t n>ld about it. The period for luTUUure has expired,

which means they cannot keep the equipment us a penalty, l he

hsiTing is io decide whelbcr tlsc build in t>:.vird should lie

returned inimediately^ nnre mi evidence of wrongdoing has

been revealed )

Bulletin boards must be protected ! They areavdal meiinsof

communication, a, resource LhiU ean fa; used by more poopk

every dav. Obviously, this freedom makes some authoritks a

little nervous. Rnr it’s somethiriK they’re going to have Ln per

ovct because hulletin boards aren’t going away. Neither will

they be rer;"' lated or registered .
ns these nervous tvfa'X demand.

EL there is illegal activity occurring, then (he people

responsible for il should be treckcd down. This tiotrMil mean

pulling the plug on the service that enables them 1o speak. Wc
have to imike an effort to define t he dlffcLcnce.

At tlu; same tiriic, wc hope 10 sec an improvement hi Hre

quality of btillel in hoards cveryw lrerc. Nothing is mure boring

and useless than a board llwn lists credit card numbers and

Sprint codes What is the point? Tliey either go bud wi ililn a day

or are muuitored closelv Boards that discuss how things are

done and nnswcr the questions, simple or complex, that weak

liave are Ibe boards wrYe fijlhting for. Let’s see some nunc ol'

these.

Some Teasorable prices cm “pubLic" devices, CpnipusOiAt,

Source. Dow Jones, aie you lisLeiung? Isitany wonder youYe

constantly being ripped off with Lhe outrageous prices you

cha rge? A session oil one of these services can be a nightmare, as

cvcre second costs you. crery mistake is money tint lIic window.

Conic un already, times have changed. Enough with the

surcharges and access fees provide affordable services for

prciple or gd join ?hc dinosaurs,

Access to wliaL is being said almul us. One of ifoc mnsL

frustrating tblugs is to have to pay to see wbiit I'HAV is telling

people about you , Any wonder why ficoplc bTcak Ln ' Should itY

it Ire just iis disy for ns Lo ree our credit Tecotd ns il is for some

srhmuck ai Svji is?

While wc'iton the subject, how far are we guing to let these

pcuplg no with our ered it history" I s it fnir 10 be denied cred it

because you pa id a bill In ie four years ago? Or beCraiLse you were

tried I’ut a crime and (ho charges were dropped? Is it fair lor

companies I oil isalyee your btiyiogtcndencies and ibeOrire as lo

what type of jrerson you are, and L.o use tha! as a Jedding

factor
1

?

We feel it's only fair that wv be shown, perhaps On an annual

basis, what is being said abom us and given the Opportunity to
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Fun With COSMOS
fcjj ]j*x lullsor uul JTie 1 j. pjkin of DinKm/TUrkm

COSMOS (Computerized Sytitm frrr Mainfmtns fifyierwfi'dryjfj. ihe
'trii'/’hom camp&ny ,attiqpji«h L, tj wire rearer adniinirtriaiari rjstertr fee
jabsember .vrsIVYy. Py/ .wvu'.W may aa niter-offiey inmo render, frrprunary
abjerrnvxaw )/),:• rtlie'iriiieproblems ttfeon^-n fu 17andLory eras* iVViik-jVllh?

«1 Irfn it Din riba ti> ly (raw f.V f l'>.l.- £? jp (173,0raw iotv ify tarn!balamre eu id
caufcvHcv

1 hue nqisyiityfur tfotfibxtum aerojet tilt JfVe Cearers ' .iwiii'Jifiyy

rqulfim rvu:fm<l3)tvptuv'ide or.area 'a ivmad mi ttify ecnriHxie (iitabtntJi> r rv-r
'hi- .V.'j A TA. r r. Tfwe ir. tonally cue COSMOStyttfjrrfureverv arta
lyyJH-,

Yuu tanoor emer tnmranic’s rum: and .ger rheir phono number thrnqjji
OU5MO&, What il 's |:rn iu i ily used Jot is rn amigo wntrt.1 office equipment io

cahlr pijra nn^ (tlf ylujjtc nuoibnv Jt maintain! retards uf all relevant fieiluiw
mriudiog tiihfy’iiber cable and office e,jyn|>u>;n'i, pmeess semec rnyj work
orders, *ild it praintij, bulk RMiJinmeiitt ini office flddLlifcns and
(* narv7.-innils. In thnet, !r juil&malos Lhc frame in your (Xnfrdl office.

COSMOS prints lisiy at lhc beginning day, specifying wlier snmitKn
to eoeuCvl pud disconnect.

Ujwkirvj Accounta
Moat C0SM06 Systems ran on either n J1 ] )P [ l;45 or 1

1
,> 70 n.oi.lr- by | jjft.-.

and can usually hujidle up 1o W- lemnuiRlj wliifii arc either luod-sriicd, or
ramniefy (Jinlri inlulhe syvtm. if >ioi[<JonT kiiuw ymiT Incal COSMOS did.Liji
nr di’fi'E fiflve an acoaucd, you cun rnobubly scl 'ene ant of yn«i ttrt board,
IrfmiC, or swatch. They nl].th(5ykl hi»i: ihrdialun, imctword-inJ WireCenter in
>‘our area.

Typ*al EMSMOS wraourds nne: MPAS, PA52, DPC&, elc, YNoK 3 kitrr
prefixes In lhc becoming of 11^ noHsjuL siund fan ?A—Limp .AHrijpmnd

L>A Kmwxirk Adfriiu (.'ralur, P.S; Repnif Jitixaet. MF Frame ind
3 u]|. PC—Frame f.’untru] Center, fi A—(jcinral [mjUir.Mi, l)C—L>stn
Convmjiiip, NT Kite, DP—linFAIC*. Cl CIC.

I lit 1

1

Lore ZTTponniu fc'eoijnli wliieli art u^l for WtViec order eiura ire, i-a

lydt r uf imp-nrairtie HOOT, £Y!i, QtK, I'ifLf.Qj'. rjk! COSMOS-.
COSMOS it rheMwvnl Ibn the kh hr^nj nets, and it mow mainly fouikS on

Ihe older vtniryn of i>k; COSJJIX epcis,l iu; syslem. Typieil
pi-amorvH *rt: WEiTEST, M[L.K^

:
h’ l MOLT.

Snnv SMOulUy doril havepattern rds. hut this it rare Seii^i uut^ all you ne-:d
«

iVdial-up lo pit in. Whoever ttds lid on fo.-gpe telut CN RL-Y to Inp off, end
:wl hunii up, Ml whenWu can, yuu. jel the Wt \% srninp thtiel

Yrartarilijn Codes
Onet yno lo,; in yen ahnukl e.er ?hf prompt nf WO* vrlme WC :a> Use Wire

Center ara ?! mil files ilrel IhC syslom. it nrs-hoe. Kroir. lho.t promiK, yeo <au
ly-oc reruin rximmnnds that II eraiAfe yijy to do differem thmgt. Rk. [SI [ ur
[KQ Domnn* fids (inquire about a eireoil) will, print eol intohmu ton about Ibe
number yfm sptieify. Tram IheproirtpE, typr [SI [ or ib'-Q, then a earri^pe return
Yoa wi3| 1:11011 have ra nyi>e a n H nhkh r.ieans Eli IN I' thou TN which it the
I'elephonc Kumheir 0 ’S-MK1 and (ho jo-stern will isrim an u rule ntc cue. Yrut i Inn
typei prriod at ilLosiraktl fwhj.l yo-j itpe ime hmkIJ
WC^. LS1E

][ TN VHS.T.4IHI

TN iYS-ikSS

NT WR PD Mi l- |?7-Jp-^S TYPh K
NJR[y F24ft.WI*j4j| DD 0I-S.K4 |-TTD UL-jji;i

Of W.WJl'l 4U!

sr Wat n> datew^ ts jkii us irk fU knni
**OED F24i3Wi(il451 DD IH-VHWA f'DD

L.Ol- W< [|>|d 1jX
CF' 4N-I ?02

Si' WK PD l)A^^ M-02-H3
"OHD F24M(II*143I DD HIJflJM J-'DU 01 ifm

I jOC WC 1010 l.OC W IC-IKil OJ Uj 1 2

H1.INT SEfjlJriNCK HiJH TN 9Jd 2**l

TN fliS-Mti* IN P3i-;dk4

" ISH [ASM PLETCD i/J 2A-S4

W'L%

lltTV it in e i plHnatitm af what e-at pi . mod uu.: dhi,ai the .[>ci ]l35-24fil;
I.iiv 1 : L'h Ni-VIdkl —the TeSepIlfine numijer I hai you m g (ln ,d ibuiP S krr J-

ST WK TDDAO'. D7-I4h7B TYPE i-Sr| mrana STalot, Wt KL> it the
Work I lent)! ), rbo dale fuliomini it wjm ihe TN 'i.iSJdK I wus [irsl initalPd

.

a:v1 TY ff (nonKumet ahbmviHied asTTj it the! eVpinono nocnhrrType. w.fKrp
IL iSa. l*OT t tportmvil it|iulbt. rj wiLh fiumicir H untinp moant Lhai nlKn lhc

qjs ^dh I e. Duty, iho Lull tfdl be forwanled auleoial joally re the nrxl

number until it finds in idle line Che TT IYPE onuii be Ru.y ono uf rh:
Lulaynipj: ft—PCI 'k hunting C— Cmei; O—Cocnplek wi-viiSs, r.^.. Direei
Inward IJialinjj. Uadin Cmnmrvi Cniutr, oil.; O ftlfmctl (MmctinyV f>
Cemrey. WATS, Jar^c PliX’s; X PQTt npii-JranLins. film* 3;
”ORD FI44CM1 enjl J>[> id -iff,in H>D fll-3(F-M_OKD,rflrtdKfor
tcn-ieE or work (JlfDrr which hne e ii'iMlvimucn uf30 alphsmiiiXr io oharaoiers
DTJ is-tht Dur Dale, and FDD it Che Frame Due Dnnr, which I usajme it the iRti

hmt Iho Ltk wat wnr kod on. Line* OK nn>-W]l -H>3—OC tLindt to, OporalUTK
Exdungrwhpf h :j1 liiit lum it nen F.SS. Hy sceirtRufiic fnruuir iVDE it. you can
(ell what typo of central office Iho number it acrufd by. Idise !t.

S'J' WK I'D DATE 0Y.C^7(I CS IE K US IF'K KKA RNNL-ST.WK,
PJJ were all oy plained in I .Lr.'H J. Cfi it Ibe Ciurnnvr Clan of Servite, I iK
S^rtdS lor Fill Rile. I IN it

Ihr USOC' (Uniform Stfvict OrdcrCodt) wIvcMrt
idCnliL'kation codet iitftj on ficrricc Drdcrt arid Iboiuiprntnl rtcnrds,c<i Hjcnlily
items cJMiwim-nroitiipmepi. EorJi code ooroitls cJ J or d etumficis, each one
being. esiliyt a kllor or l evumSBr- TifA RNN I . slnndt Inr Costorncr ETAcuroc
F :

Ito lacy. N-Xnn-tl«-yo. and L-Loop tiond, I lie lypiiai type nf line if, r.Oup
skirted, a ground ilarl it uiid iyn PSX's and such. Line t io r repeit of Line 1
C.I'W 7; LOC WClbH (.DC W] MOL I d; 4- ild— I .tx: is Iho LOCilion. I JneS:
F TS-(2dJ—A.'J-' it lhc Cabk rair-ff I3fi3. E.irm 9-1 L have heen. |wcvi,ioe:ly

ospliintd. I.iitt Z3; HUNT SEfMJKNC :k KDR TN 934-3*11 (N MAS-*463 TN
931-14,'M—Ct ex p Li irod eirlier, wlien dAN-ZJij

| isbuty, it will H UNT lo 93$
2dk2. If (hor i, bosy, L: will pneo J4l!3 *ivJ soon.

Yitu ofln a*o iininire upon die ( nblo Tair bv
WCn, LSI I

fl CP dSbLKii

I7y inJtfcnciticn primesl — i !
. be suuilar ca whai uhi pnnkd ahoui the T r-.

1' nht, Inlet, riu.1 I ivortories
]f y-.ui lose a scmi-prAVleg^t aeefflull', Lyoc l.S v lo see '-'tti.r Lilca you have

npotta- •!'>. t lhi -hpiIl pnbfll.% kix t-jairthLri.tj simile civ

;
H1N

: ,'LTC: ,'USR
CP COSNIX DIN
DATE ixrT CYKM( XS

ECril'3 Phi K-TiH

LCASf. RASSWD b£>
MOLD SYSCEN SYS
STAT UJDS IMP
To run piLijjijirn'yrarert just ry|io ;hu (ilvname at Hi- WC% p.ra.mpe. 1

1
you

wnin io slow a file in a ehr-wioi y in ihit cate we will oso (ho PI N direciory
j.'ju would type.

WCV:; Cl I ,' BLV
Yr." li ltd cormccL to ihediTociory, Lhen cn prim i he lilo MOTD wl,„.:|, Mard,

Inr Mcisise fJf The E tay typ,:

WC9J, PR.'NIOf I'J

fREAPft. 10. i
,JB4|J ;JT:(6MDlTJPAOt: I

ATlfiN ALL-USERS
MAKE SURE YOU 1/X.i OUT PROfhKI V
TJ I AN K YOU

Sumo filr.t rr.iy hRvesn "! "nope ruled tell*- end ul Uil-.ti on (he wir vert Loth
of CQtiN IX . I lii ri; files thould he ce'ti Jib s and you should have no prohlern
PRinting theto. OLbcr Sint may lie oiiortolod.

_
do ntjl kiicm whaLdifip.'tor y a SLo yun.ire Aeknij; lur is in use the HIND

(Sle-nonsS command. A* shewn below, PERMIT it whal w» arc lnoki.Uk tur
WOftfJNDrERMIT
UtV.lTRMJT
You can either ewurral cothp .‘DEV diicoiouy (hen FKi.Yj Hie liJoerryne

WOJb PW / L>tV /rT ftM[T

Die mort looked up file would prahahly he ihi J'ASSWTJ fib

WCfi CAT /EttC/PASSWD

KOtJFiYXMDLMMEifl:: ‘T

NYSYXDKffiMLX: I . t INK ,'SYS
0IN:TMMZAK3fF l Kl S -

PKEOP::K::..EJSR,'PR0yP:

COSMOS:! .KmVYJH;J9 :: , Usk ; I M P. . HIN . PF.R VJ 1

1

PAMiXSK r Ml . r -10;: .'USR.'TM F . bl S I PER M 1

1

M i once uul of lOGilm |tf,w,words viill he encrypiod. NoLice ihTt iheio art-

3

' '.'Ions afler the S.FCl] heoround. I lilt, me^iii lliaL LhtTe io no pRttVroi d. su after
enLcriiiH PR hC'l

1
al fhe :] TK II \ u will jump to WC 1 1 a valid WC io enifi ed,

ynu will io. Tbs way £ OSMOS che-tii-t ra :± i.: ifiho ptis-swiwil if. valid it: afler
you enter your neceuul, and patvword, cho sytlom enery^ittho password ynu
just typed, and t-Cciparca it lo the entrypled pastnoiri mo hrPASSWD file, Mil
it eorni.'r, yno will :$e in - if urn. INVALID I .f>frl S

2-112



open

0
open

0

Telco Service Spawns Racist Banter

Any0114 who ws nts i (j know whal Hudson Cou nty you (.lb a re

Lhinkiiig need only pick up the phone any hour ol the day or
night. Hul whiii comes out of the receiver may prnvc
disappointing,

A group-access service chat the state Uoaid of Public Crilities

recently approved lor a six-mouth (tuiJ has been hilled by the
phone company as providing an opportunity for you rig and old
to share conversation and advice. Instead it has generated the
audio equivalent (((graffiti ina public toilet raunchy, simple-
minded eomcHins and jokes. '['he Icu-pCrSOn Conference ch lb
also hate provided an unusual forum for open racial conflict,

"Any
[
blacks] on this lintf?” a young female voice asked One

afkftioori on the lire billed as "Tali; FKchangc”. u
BetLcr got

off-—this is a white Inc.”

ll ilk: current talk on the phono lines is any indication, New
feisty Bdl stands to make a tidy wira from the trial, at least

until its si,s monlhs are up.

French Phones Renumbered
Tf "1 V i Im
French phone service, once notorious for its inefficiency, was

seized by a technological revolution on October 25. A flick of
th.e switch arxl—voilal- all IA million numbers had ojght d ftp (s

and up area codes.

A&Out 22-,(XX) reehn icians mObil iacd lot the changeover at ! I

P.M J hat was the time nf Lhe week
,
icscarehei s concluded, at

which the French made the fcvresi telephone calls.

"The wij i Id is watching us, " said T ,ou is Mexandcnu
, minister

for rive Pom and f'etecommunicalions Authority. “It b I he
bluest such open i tion ever conduckd.

”

Tlie nld numbering system, created in FJ55 for two million
Mthscribe rs. had reached I he saturation point, the telephone
auihurtLy said. live conversion 1o eight dibits will gyve the
service about 5fi mil linn lines

In Pmis, the new eifcbl -digit numbers are created hy
preceding existing numbers with the figure

iL
4,

L
' In Lhe

provinces, area codes have keen incorporated into enisling
numbers.

BE Watching Without Regulation..
I be Sr# Till F. i'ri

1 he Government 's a bi III y to keep track nf people has becojiie
much more effective in Lhe last two decades, but “the law has
not kept pace with these changes,” nceo rd ing to a nonpartisan
Congressional research agency.

in a report on elect runic surveillance and civil liberties, the
Office of Technology said it had identified S5 separate
compuLtirsxed record systems used for law-enforcement;
investitive and intclligcnoi purposes, with a total of 2B&
million records concerning

1 34 million people,
Fur -security reasons, ihe Ofllcc of Technology did not

requcsi tiny information from the Central 1 luelligence Agency
and thg National Security Agency, the two Federal agencies
believed tn be most heavily engaged in electronic ami other
kmds of survei llatice on a worldwide turns.

Hie report said Ihere had teen "'Ll virtual revolution in lhe
technology relevant 1o electronic survejJEince” ia flic last 20
years, eiLing “advances in electronics, semiconductors,
computers, imaging, dataliosgs, and related technologies.^

For L-xjimple, the report said, a helicopter flying ai b.[)00 feet
can track overa 250-mile radius the radio signals sent by a small

electronic beeper attached to a car.

I Tie Technology Office said i hat its review of ex isting statutes

and court opinions found thaL tlw law “docs not adequately
Wrer new and emerging electronic surveillance Leehnologics.'

1

Fawcett Phone Bill Too Big
SnxVch h*,

Farrah Fawcett has a big phone hill and it isnY because
ssbeTi calling long d isc&nee. A man suspected of stealing Use cede
to the actress

' ear phone has been charged in a related ease

.

Michael Shaw of CuIvct City allegedly stole an unidentified
pnrtyb code and billed tn ibem about 51,1 ,000 of calls made
from tns Mercedes. The victim mimed in thecrifninuLcomplaijil

was Common Carrier Communications! lhe Santa Ana,
California company that provided the mobile phone service,

accord ing to a deputy [Hstrict Attorney, who alleged that S haw
uLso stole Fawrwli *s phone code.

Inmates Handle Information Calls
I hr Sr* V i.*K TlITTi

"J Tie Department of Motor Vehicles has announced tliai ii

will use prison inmates Lo handle telephone calls for
information frnm people in lhe New York City area.
Eventually, as. many as 100 Inmates from the ffctyvlcw prison
for women will be participating. The women are to Ive paid 50
cents nn hour,

No More Redialing?
MSA -....Hu

The Federal Communications Cum mission ruled on
November 4th that automatic redial buttons on telephone
cannot cal! flic sanw number mere than 1 5 i ijnes tr, a row.

It seems w« keep jamming telephone lines during radio
phone-in contests and power blackouts. When Bruce
Springsteen rickets went on sale in Washington in Julv, lhe
phone system was garbled for hours. That forced ea(lm Io wait
In get ihrough lo other numbers.

The FCC blames redial, saying it lets us buzz the -Nime
numlvcr hundreds of 1 imes with little effort.

The rule also covers computer rediuls but it wont affect
existing cquipgnenl. The FOC is ask ing for public comment by
January Jfleh on regulating computer redfaLi. [EfeguSaled
pin yaking, what will they think nf next'?]

Cityphone Has The Answer
Mm.'uJLh'i Ik,

It's, the ultinsjilc sn trivial pursuit. Where cun n New Vyrkcr
rent a penguin for a day? Where do you go to have bagels
bronzed?

For J5 ytnFi now, operators at Cityphone, a division of the
New York Yellow Fages, have been answering questions
ranging from the ordinary tn the oulntgcous. The New York
Yellow Pages, commonly known as the " Bluehnoks", ia the
bramcln Id of Eugene tSottesman

,
fm entrepreneur who rt» ILtcd

tliat as the Cell SyslemY Yellnw Pajprv benume too burdensome
for easy use, his Bluebooks could combine neighborhood and
city listLngi in one lighlwcighl volume. He started Cilj-phone to
hype Hlueboot advertise ns, but over the ysm ii has become a

sort of mvcsLigative hotline.

" If i? tsisl-S, we flml it," said an operator. “Sometimes live

search Km last for days, even years, We never give up,
Cityphone is open during business-hours at 2 [267509fX>,

2-3S2



SURVEY
RESULTS
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SVSTEKIflTICflUV SPEAKING
Super Crisis Alert System
UrrJfcl P<ra iirjciidluul

An emergency wa ming system [hat waists ring. telephones m
homes ot reside lies threatened by chemical spills or dangerous
weather cou U be in place in New Jersey witlli a a fuw years

The system, now being stud icd hy srcn<; emergency otliciols,

CbiiLJ ring up to 100 phones i n affected Areas simultaneously. ll

could shift from area to area within minutes.

"When someone picks up the phone, a recording would
provide information on evacuation procedures, s-helters, or
Oi her important infaunal ion/'said a member of Lhe slate police

emergency management team. “A drawback to the system may
he that ii would overload [he phone system,

11

be said.

And her system unrki si ndy wuu Id automatically iiacrcuse

the volume of radios in affected areas, Currently, the style relies

on' an emergency broadcast system, which sen uff municipal
sirens and alarms and triggers emergency broadcast tones on
bid ios.

Super Pay Phone
CiViVri li.-ji

|

'fin WrK

Advanced TeleSystems Ltd. introduced whal ii claims Li the

country's first coin and ercdil card-operated pay phone.

l he modutarly designed. sland-alonc Marconi XI. phone
can lie programmed to internally verify any number uf credit

cards, and il will accept mixed payment of both Coins and credit

caids. An option to use the phones' external credit card

validation capability to replace point -of-saEe verification
devices is in the works.

Tlie phone- requires a -ItScr-m surcharge over A'i'fif Lis Direct

Distance Dial i ng 1 ales Tot credit card calls and fcal ares least-

coot i owing.
I he phones rely nn electronic, optical, and magnetic

twitches, Lnelnd iug a magnetic swttehhook without a btil ton
and infrared optical reading of the keypad- A >00-word
vocabulary voice promptmg system reads the keypad numbers
as they are pressed and tells incoming callers that Lt will not
accept collect calls The call-prompting feature can be
customised for individuol customers allowing companies to

add messages
j
such as "Thatl k you for subscribing to 2600-T for

example,]

The phone* have only a S [ SO coin box to reduce the incentive

for vandalism, ['he phones also use ATS’ new paperless coin-

box aeoou nting system, which uses a hand-held computer to

fighl coin-collector ffinsd,

Phones at High and Low Speeds
CiXBiXuiMicia Wilt

AitfoiJC Inc,, which provides pi soi so service On majorairlines,

wil I begin public tclcpltoite service on Amtrak’x Washinglon-
to-Ncw York Fvfetroliner in lace January,

'['here would be three phones nn each train Amtruk has
convened a i all road car dressing room i nto an office with desks
and phones, but there wilt also he standard telephone booths,

Ca Ils wi IJ be made by si id i ng a ny major cred it card th rough a

reader on the plinne, Ones the card is validated, tails can be

Eialed. d i rectly lo any loeat ion, in ! he U ,S ., including Alaska

,

lawuii, and Puerto R,ieo.

There were phones on the Mctraliiter until 19BI when rise

L,5. government, which lent tlie radio frequency used for tlie

scivice to AT&T, asked for Li* return for government use.

Meanwhile, NcwVector Communications said it is testing

credit card cellular mobile phones on ll*? Metro 1 ram-.it Public
Rus. System and the Washington State berry System in Seattle.

AT&T Offers E-Mail
( 'ifru»H:nYi Wert

AT&T Information Systems and AT&T Communications
have joined together lo offer an electronic mail service which
will resemble MCI Mail, hul wi I hr priced slightly lowti For
instance, the s ign-u p fee is said to he $ 1 2

,
compared w ith M Cl ’s

5 Ik charge. Delivery uf a dOti-charaetcr memo would he 40
cents and an electronic lei ter would bo SO cents. A Iso

, AT&T
Mlail would fcaluie £1.2-5 osh-an-delivtiy option [collect

electronic mail?] and an internctis-c chat mode, priced at 45-

Cents per minute of eon in;cl lime. A l&T will reportedly charge
a half-eent pci d ;i y for si urage of each mes^ige a nd wi il charge
an exlm 40 cenls for a letter writ nm while connected to the
system,

Dreams of GEnie
CLTrn j ’kj : .vk WVvl

General Fleet rie 1 nfOrmaLtcm Services announced a new
database SCI vices network for home personal computer users

called Clinic, or General Electric Network Information
Exchange. It is an addition to CL [SCO’s traditional corpe'rate

customer hose. Tlte service will primarily use excess nighttime
capacity onOElSCOY packet-switched network.

H will cost only id per hour fur either 300 or 1200 baud
y^rvice. litis is considerably Less than CompuServe and lhe

bounce, wli ich ciaa igp u p Lu percent more ]ter JiUu r, a nd carry
a su reha rge for 3 21X

I

1 hand

.

GEnie services include electronic mail, bulletin board,
Rus incss Ikiiid Real-Time conferencing, a CU-likc setviee

adapted for business use and said by the company to be unique
1uGEme.fi FISCO inlends to add online shopping and travel

services in L9Rd and then add itional newsteders a nd urr/ices

after tliat.

Subscribers can sign up using tl'ici r home computer by ca Hi ng
£(M)6T£S3 3(i (j, then entering

,L

f l,£l,H," then “5" and iben
"5.1 Ml IWTCrEXit.”

German Phone System Stagnant
*aL. -

-irivi li'dr bY

flow does one begin to dome LO terms wLth the West German
Rost Ministry, which wields a communications monopoly su

rigid it once hai red (lie Mickey Mouse telephone?
In this era of telecommunications libere Nation around the

world, lhe ministry—which controls virtually all founts of
transmitted ooj

S

tillunIda tSun in the country and annually doles

out SG billion in contracts rentalns, in the view of many, an
undent anomaly.

Ever since lhe first Uell telephones arrived in Berlins centuLy
agn under lhe watchful eye of Postmaster Heinrich von
Stephan, 1 he LeJecomnntnieatiniLS iuduslty hiis been eareliiily

regulated by gove rnmenl
, A t first, both the phone and the n,i Ite

were simple. Today, u huge bureaucracy (some 540,000
employees) follows a maze of regulations, smite sit which date

hack totlie ly^diaruf 1 9,30s, ill dealing with a rap idly changing
technology.

[
By tlte way, the M ickcy Mouse phones were btirred because

designer phones were unable to withstand being dropped from
a height of one mecei , one of 1 he many rcqulrenvcnl.-s,]
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Security, Privacy, Police

SurveiSluiice^ Coufiterjticasurci, Telephone
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SHOCKING BOOKS!!!
CO?J£UH!IRTnOfJ]C!i CIO. - TOC Niltinrirtl Cfeariiij;-

hOLUC foe TccLuudii] Survival trttdnnaiLaft - New
Driers Over 70+ Survival PubJLcailoms cm [HhCtronuri,

ComputcrPn Energy, lA'capons, [itrrtJifdli PlnanciaL -

inciftina:

( } TONE DliAF {phone*) ($7)

(. > TP.EfEPHONli KECOftDER INTER EAC:H {S?>
f

{ ) STOPPING POWf.R IWETtttS C$7)

( ) [RON GONADS (electric icL«iers) ($7>

( )KW-HR W1ETE&S($!5>

{ ) RIPPLED OFF! fctreirJe) Ci7>
< > LiSiEtlATE GAS & WATER ($7)

( y GAS KO 1 ALLI (em * dLevse] tuc]} i$[

2

}

C > AUTOMATIC TELLER MACKiNES ($20)

{ J CREDIT CARD SCAMS ($H)

( ) absolute computer tile security
{** $1,000 Cont«tK$2i)

( ) COMPUTER PUR EARING ($35)

( ) TV DECODERS & CONVERTERS ($£)

i ) VOICE DlSGUlSER ($E>

( >ELHCTROMACNiET]C &RAIN BLASTER ($751
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QliR WISHES fctmVmifref/dtwi |,a,i;e ?-j

corrwt uny tmjTs, ur at least to qtietl ion or explain them. We
ihoiiLdn

1

!. hfive lo pay a penny fui ihin '’privilege”.

An -end to information elinrgo. AvilLii we’re at a loss to

chplii in why Ihc phone companies Clhargc fmr something tluR

enotHiJiuips nsiuf;. i lie ir service:. Ifvie have ui pfiy sitity cents Co

tlnd ob L v-Tial sotnecmc ’s phone number ii in a untlser stale, and

then pay for ;.i phone call as weSL, we 'n; an re as Lcll p,oing. to

thinL ivdee about uiai:iia£ the ciill in the Erst place! While stT;

true lluii suine fseopk would use itn ji lienralc service to make

i he trail, the Losses to Al'&T ean't be i hat stupendous. We feel

i ha l this is an unjustifiable chaffue, one that liurts everyone in

i lie cod.

0 iLr* su^j^csLlolik iutlude' prnvitl iuc. one call to i ni ormii tton

(At U^-ist) for every long disturiee tfill dialed: providing !iee

phone boots (cu iginally, churges for information were to

enootimftc peopk to use the phone books iusrcad); alternate

snfyrtnmion vetvices for ulternii te «i n ie^s i ,C- a subscriber to

Skyline would haw the udvrmUge of fro: access to Skyline

information- or an online database where you can find oUl fis

many nuLiibcni or cross r\:feicnocs as you Like via modem,. Wed
like to hear more suggestions and wc hope they get to Che rijjilu

|h£Ople.

Natirmwidc ittrhs for sll. lf ilserc arc databases that are so

big and c* tensive that anyone can etieck our cied.it fiistory from

Unywhew in the country, whul iv stopping us from usir^g our

butLktfinJ in New York to withdraw money while wc are iu Los'

Angeles? W'lvea will these systems be integrated so wc can :ill

hcnelit from technoLogy? There is .a I ready statewide oOnPCCt ion

of auto teller bonking, and some limited interslnie io-e, hut

when w ill a national nei work lsc set up?
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